
Title: MDA Research Grants - LOI

Funding Agency: Muscular Dystrophy Association

External Deadline(s):

01/20/2023 08:59 PM PST (LOI)
02/17/2023 08:59 PM PST (Full Proposal)

Cognizant Office: Office of Sponsored Research/Office of Foundation Relations

Description:

Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) is committed to transforming the lives of people affected
by muscular dystrophy, ALS and related neuromuscular diseases. MDA Research Grants are
awarded to independent, established investigators to accelerate progress toward understanding
and treating neuromuscular disease. 

Frequency: Typically annual

Total Award: $100,000 to $300,000

Applications will be accepted for no more than $100,000 per year for 3 years. 
Allowable costs include personnel, equipment, supplies, travel, and subcontracts. 

The Principal Investigator’s salary is permitted, equivalent to the ratio of effort up to
25% but not more than $15,000, plus a proportionate ratio of fringe benefits. The
Principal Investigator's specific role(s) in the proposed research must be described
under “Proposed Budget Justification.” 
If salary is requested for Co-PI’s in addition to the PI the total combined salary may
not exceed $15,000 plus a proportionate rate of fringe benefits for both. 
The “Institutional Base Salary” should be the Principal Investigator’s total base salary
and “Fringe Benefits” listed should be the proportionate percentage of the Principal
Investigator’s benefit cost. 
Computer equipment is limited to $5,000 per grant. Laptop purchases are limited to
1 per grant and must be fully justified on the Budget Justification page. 
“Other” supplies expenses such as shipping, printing, or office supplies should be
limited to a maximum of $600 per year. 
All travel must be fully justified in the proposed budget justification; however, must
not exceed $1,500 in any given year and is restricted to personnel listed on the
Budget in the Personnel Cost category. 
The subcontract budgets may NOT include indirect costs as they are absorbed
through the main budget “indirect costs” and will be disbursed by the lead institution. 

Other expenses may include items such as publication costs, computer use fees, and
equipment maintenance. The need for each item must be justified in the budget
justification section. If fees for consultants are requested, their names and institutional
affiliations must also be given. 
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The following expenses are not permitted: 
Salaries, travel and/or housing related to sabbatical leaves; 
Salaries for administrative, secretarial and/or clerical staff; 
Life and Disability insurance fees; 
Purchase or rental of office equipment; (i.e., furniture, filing cabinets, and copy
machines); 
Expenses normally covered by the indirect cost of the Principal Investigator’s
institution i.e. General Liability Insurance, General Auto Insurance; 
Fees for tuition, registration or other fees relating to academic studies; 
Fees for or related to obtaining visas or citizenship status; 
Membership dues, subscriptions, books or journals; 
Expenses for or related to moving from one institution to another. 

Indirect Costs: 10% of Direct Costs

Caltech’s minimum overhead rate is based on the award’s annual gross
funding. Please refer to the FY23 Annual Rate Memo for applicable minimum
overhead requirements. Applicants must work within their division to account
for the required overhead via an approved MORA form.

Duration: Up to 3 years

Start date is September 1, 2023. 
The activation of a research grant may not be delayed. 

Discipline(s): Biology and Biological Engineering; Chemistry and Chemical Engineering;
Engineering and Applied Science

Eligibility: Tenure-Track Faculty, Tenured Faculty

To be eligible to apply for an MDA research grant, an applicant must: 
Hold a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.), Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), Doctor of Science
(D.Sc.) or equivalent degree (i.e. D.O.); 
Be a professional or faculty member (Professor, Associate Professor or Assistant
Professor) at an appropriate educational, medical or research institution; 
Be qualified to conduct and mentor a program of original research within his or her
own laboratory; 
Have an acceptable research plan for a specific disease in MDA's portfolio; 
Assume both administrative and financial responsibility for the grant; 
Have access to institutional resources necessary to conduct the proposed research
project 
By the application deadline, applicants must be in compliance with MDA’s Good
Standing policy and be up to date on any delinquent or incomplete grant deliverable
from previously awarded grants. 

An application may have only one Principal Investigator. 
Applications must include one of the named diseases in MDA’s portfolio or request an
exception from MDA staff 
prior to application submission. 
A resubmission must be accompanied by a Resubmission Statement responding to the
previous reviewers’ concerns. 

Research Areas of Interest:
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https://researchadministration.caltech.edu/documents/22667/FY23_RateIC_Memo.pdf
https://researchadministration.caltech.edu/documents/22667/FY23_RateIC_Memo.pdf


MDA provides support for research throughout the pipeline of drug development from
discovery research through clinical trials to advance areas of scientific and medical
knowledge that could improve understanding of the causes of neuromuscular diseases,
assist in developing strategies for their diagnosis and treatment, or support promising
clinical trials. 

Post-Award Obligations:

Annual reporting is required. 

Recent Caltech Recipients:

None

Guidelines & Other Information:

Research Grants Overview: https://www.mda.org/science/research-grants 

Eligibility (See 'MDA Research Grants' Tab): https://www.mda.org/science/funding-opportunities 

Policies and Application Instructions: See Attached Documents 

Grants Review Process: https://www.mda.org/science/mda-grants-review-process 

Prior Recipients (All Programs - Searchable Database): https://www.mda.org/science/grants-at-a-
glance 

Documents:

Biosketch Template
Application Instructions
Application Policies

Please notify the Foundation Relations team if you anticipate making a submission or if you have
any questions regarding this opportunity. We are here to help ensure that Caltech’s proposals are
competitive. We can assist with proposal development and advise you on the routing of your
paperwork. Interested researchers should work with their division grant manager to prepare the
budget, the MORA form, and the Division Approval Form (DAF). Submissions and awards for this
grant program will be processed through the Office of Sponsored Research. 

Opportunity ID: 1367
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https://www.mda.org/science/research-grants
https://www.mda.org/science/funding-opportunities
https://www.mda.org/science/mda-grants-review-process
https://www.mda.org/science/grants-at-a-glance
https://www.mda.org/science/grants-at-a-glance
https://ofr-funding-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/MDA_Research_Grant_-_Biosketch_Template.DOCX?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIAR5BB5HPYSTYFIRBB&Signature=wVNFVm0eYQfNSbq82Cgc1kYA4gs%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFMaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQCRzQEScjXGc9UTM%2B%2BX8kX4FG8zAeqgQFVRjAAq4Z2vawIhAOuqg4NjuJm8iDyInZfMh%2FtRF1lsVQhw48aQ2iC8FMM0Kt0DCGwQABoMMTMxMDY3NjI0NDMzIgw28Ob679lffxOtgDYqugP91i397WYTNa%2FDDxXnpaIy53On%2FU3HHzwTBxwvN3VCp1NzOBpe01eigK0uchUpoSad571N6hoEhbx7ZkRrKv87qV7BXV%2FwT%2BO0UV6fdQFL627QQUglKdETWwhBO%2FW9sPmDvMgwPTNizKeUsXXVtiNCdwAJMbhyLM7DdWINJett93kiJozWRNmTVxUV%2BsIrsXVnXzV%2BR30390K87WsKzYPNHXBnUb7D8W806ghN7jAaqmcY0Fcz5rSnNnYwbvCel0tnmdEVP29sjuaCaL78A0HZZpgpYdb6Na9BG6pDPFzg4Vo0%2Bhyv5qBWOk10MnKUs%2BdbmRaxe5UiVu6utqQ7irqiPeUS0L2BLnUCbeieNR2%2Bptx8p6%2BkGjrZ9PTysEAP%2F%2FAnFKeaBqRzT3SdWmCQB2Wjc6JVgZEDm%2BtL0is%2B89lfj5syEPdbAsy7XLzPZ%2BPOdSlO7H1eSfKcI9%2BTT92j7hx%2BNmkFoYzjZl9jmP4E%2F4rEIPLgeWyri568jHGGf7%2F%2F0Uo3WOiUg2VwpBXjGALCecwCvNjlEeDXt631fVFrPhl8zPGDleXeT%2FnUtJJwiaKDCQqEuXOU%2Fo3AIj%2BHMIDH4cMGOqQBmTxka283LUjrsGZzTpB9P6ZGPW3GXtQguBs74bCtxv3pR4JGO0qIzAF1ZzSCwDVIJU2ytyH1y4qAhd1ZiCfUDY3Rq7lP09PzUYkuL%2BeG8TzNuGdfMdMtEoquDiEETW3Dn04edUiPvr2UciBGXq9JkKr1PYEar3dydzrRsy0O9mos3%2F5xQ6KDTgCNMD65GI%2B1183Zq%2FemHcqgNPk1LUIhjZuJ%2F%2FQ%3D&Expires=1752724192
https://ofr-funding-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/MDA_Research_Grant_-_Instructions.PDF?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIAR5BB5HPYSTYFIRBB&Signature=MT3NcG%2BLsksR1ne6e3riPdrtSMY%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFMaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQCRzQEScjXGc9UTM%2B%2BX8kX4FG8zAeqgQFVRjAAq4Z2vawIhAOuqg4NjuJm8iDyInZfMh%2FtRF1lsVQhw48aQ2iC8FMM0Kt0DCGwQABoMMTMxMDY3NjI0NDMzIgw28Ob679lffxOtgDYqugP91i397WYTNa%2FDDxXnpaIy53On%2FU3HHzwTBxwvN3VCp1NzOBpe01eigK0uchUpoSad571N6hoEhbx7ZkRrKv87qV7BXV%2FwT%2BO0UV6fdQFL627QQUglKdETWwhBO%2FW9sPmDvMgwPTNizKeUsXXVtiNCdwAJMbhyLM7DdWINJett93kiJozWRNmTVxUV%2BsIrsXVnXzV%2BR30390K87WsKzYPNHXBnUb7D8W806ghN7jAaqmcY0Fcz5rSnNnYwbvCel0tnmdEVP29sjuaCaL78A0HZZpgpYdb6Na9BG6pDPFzg4Vo0%2Bhyv5qBWOk10MnKUs%2BdbmRaxe5UiVu6utqQ7irqiPeUS0L2BLnUCbeieNR2%2Bptx8p6%2BkGjrZ9PTysEAP%2F%2FAnFKeaBqRzT3SdWmCQB2Wjc6JVgZEDm%2BtL0is%2B89lfj5syEPdbAsy7XLzPZ%2BPOdSlO7H1eSfKcI9%2BTT92j7hx%2BNmkFoYzjZl9jmP4E%2F4rEIPLgeWyri568jHGGf7%2F%2F0Uo3WOiUg2VwpBXjGALCecwCvNjlEeDXt631fVFrPhl8zPGDleXeT%2FnUtJJwiaKDCQqEuXOU%2Fo3AIj%2BHMIDH4cMGOqQBmTxka283LUjrsGZzTpB9P6ZGPW3GXtQguBs74bCtxv3pR4JGO0qIzAF1ZzSCwDVIJU2ytyH1y4qAhd1ZiCfUDY3Rq7lP09PzUYkuL%2BeG8TzNuGdfMdMtEoquDiEETW3Dn04edUiPvr2UciBGXq9JkKr1PYEar3dydzrRsy0O9mos3%2F5xQ6KDTgCNMD65GI%2B1183Zq%2FemHcqgNPk1LUIhjZuJ%2F%2FQ%3D&Expires=1752724192
https://ofr-funding-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/MDA_Research_Grant_-_Policies.PDF?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIAR5BB5HPYSTYFIRBB&Signature=miS6w52LyUIq7noeQFMsoww1%2BoI%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFMaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQCRzQEScjXGc9UTM%2B%2BX8kX4FG8zAeqgQFVRjAAq4Z2vawIhAOuqg4NjuJm8iDyInZfMh%2FtRF1lsVQhw48aQ2iC8FMM0Kt0DCGwQABoMMTMxMDY3NjI0NDMzIgw28Ob679lffxOtgDYqugP91i397WYTNa%2FDDxXnpaIy53On%2FU3HHzwTBxwvN3VCp1NzOBpe01eigK0uchUpoSad571N6hoEhbx7ZkRrKv87qV7BXV%2FwT%2BO0UV6fdQFL627QQUglKdETWwhBO%2FW9sPmDvMgwPTNizKeUsXXVtiNCdwAJMbhyLM7DdWINJett93kiJozWRNmTVxUV%2BsIrsXVnXzV%2BR30390K87WsKzYPNHXBnUb7D8W806ghN7jAaqmcY0Fcz5rSnNnYwbvCel0tnmdEVP29sjuaCaL78A0HZZpgpYdb6Na9BG6pDPFzg4Vo0%2Bhyv5qBWOk10MnKUs%2BdbmRaxe5UiVu6utqQ7irqiPeUS0L2BLnUCbeieNR2%2Bptx8p6%2BkGjrZ9PTysEAP%2F%2FAnFKeaBqRzT3SdWmCQB2Wjc6JVgZEDm%2BtL0is%2B89lfj5syEPdbAsy7XLzPZ%2BPOdSlO7H1eSfKcI9%2BTT92j7hx%2BNmkFoYzjZl9jmP4E%2F4rEIPLgeWyri568jHGGf7%2F%2F0Uo3WOiUg2VwpBXjGALCecwCvNjlEeDXt631fVFrPhl8zPGDleXeT%2FnUtJJwiaKDCQqEuXOU%2Fo3AIj%2BHMIDH4cMGOqQBmTxka283LUjrsGZzTpB9P6ZGPW3GXtQguBs74bCtxv3pR4JGO0qIzAF1ZzSCwDVIJU2ytyH1y4qAhd1ZiCfUDY3Rq7lP09PzUYkuL%2BeG8TzNuGdfMdMtEoquDiEETW3Dn04edUiPvr2UciBGXq9JkKr1PYEar3dydzrRsy0O9mos3%2F5xQ6KDTgCNMD65GI%2B1183Zq%2FemHcqgNPk1LUIhjZuJ%2F%2FQ%3D&Expires=1752724192

